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Attorney Docket No. 1263 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Date' August 1,2002 

Applicant: Bruce, Wesley B. Uate ' 
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Serial No.: 09/970,624 ^ 

r~\ t kar a 9nm Examiner: Mehta, Ashwin D. 
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For. 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington. D.C. 20231 



RESPONSE TO R ESTRICTION RFQUIREMENT . 

,n response to the Restriction Requirement mailed July 2, 2002, Applicant elects, 
with traverse, ,nvention P Cairns 1-0, drawn to an iso.ated nucleic acid, an express- 
Lette comprising said nucWo edd. a host cel. and transonic plant compns.n s , 
cassette, a transgenic seed of sa.d P ,nt. and a method of module eve 
nitrate-responsive root transcription facto, The right to pursue exam.nat.on of th no 
eLd claims in continuation or divisional applications is reserved. Rccon,der3.,on of 
the restrictions in this case is respectfully requested. ln ^ ntions 
The Examiner has concluded that inventions I and .. are unrelated. Invent one 
are unrelated if it can be shown that they are not disclosed as capable of .se *oethe 
and they have different modes of operation, different funct.ons. or drier** effects. The 
rail asserts that »e — — have different ^ »^ 
different functions. The Applicant respectfully traverses. Invents of Groups an 
are capable of use together as a po.ynudeotide of Group I can be used to produce the 
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prtymdd. of Group II using the method of Group I. As such. Claim 8 is directed to 
th is process end may be considered a unifying claim. The inventions of Groups I and 
have the same function as in Claim 8, that rs, to modulate the level of nitrate responsive 
root transcriptional factor. Further. Claim 1 (b) is directed to any poiynucleot.de that 
encodes a polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:2. again linking these two groups. Under MPEP 
803 the Examiner is requested to examine claims to independent or distinct invents 
if the examination does not place an undue burden on the Examiner. It Is believed that 
Group I and Group II are sufficiently closely related to each other so as to be searched 
and examined together without undue burden on the Examiner. 

The Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration of this RestnCon 

Requirement. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen K. Varley vl 
Agent for Applicant(s) 
Registration No. 45,751 
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